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8, SIGNIFICANCE 

Statement of Significance 

The striking structure at the foot of Canton's 

Lazaretto Point that is the Canton Grain Elevator is 

significant both as one of the country's oldest oper­

ating structures of its type, and as a symbol of 

Baltimore:s important place in the history of the grain 

trade. Constructed in 1918 by the Penn Central 

Railroad, the Canton Grain Elevator has a storage 

capacity of over 4-million bushels, and loads over 

1-million long tons of grain per year. 
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The Canton Grain Elevator is the last of a series of grain 
elevators in Canton stretching back to the early nineteenth century. 
Built in 1918, it incorporated a conveyor belt system and bucket 
type elevators to efficiently move hundreds of carloads of grain 
weekly. Additional storage facilities were added so that by 1934 
it was one of the largest elevators at tidewater. 

The system begins with a car dump, which is essentially a 
hopper below the level of the railroad tracks. Grain cars have 
an end dumping chute because they are closed on top for sanitary 
reasons. Cars are emptied one at a time until the pier is 
full of empties. Dumping must then stop until the empties are 
removed. Grain flows into the tapered hoppers and is fed into the 
bottom of the elevators. These are sheetmetal ducts with continuous 
loops of canvas belt inside. Metal buckets on the. belts scoop up 
the grain and carry it to the top of the storage building where 
it is cleaned and distributed to storage silos. Prior to shipment 
it is fed into weighing hoppers and thence to conveyors which carry 
it to waiting ships. This material handling system is essentially 
the same as that developed by Oliver Evans to move grain and flour 
in eighteenth century grist mills. 

f"̂  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The striking structure at the foot of Canton's Lazaretto 
Point that is the Canton Grain Elevator is significant both as one of 
the country's oldest operating structures of its type, and as a symbol 
of Baltimore's important place in the history of the grain trade. 
Constructed in 1918 by the Penn Central Railroad, the Canton Grain 
Elevator has a storage capacity of over 4-million bushels, and loads 
over 1-million long tens of grain per year. 

Historical Significance 

The grain business in the port city of Baltimore is almost 
as old as the city itself. An Irishman, John Stevenson, is credited 
with initiating the grain trade around 1750, when he began making 
shipments of flour to Ireland. Soon the flour and grain trade over­
shadowed the tobacco industry, Baltimore's first export business. 

During the beginnings of the grain trade, mi 
than raw grain was the main export. By 1805, there 
within an eighteen mile radius of the city, and by 
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confined to the handling and exporting of raw grain 
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Always a major 
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The Canton Grain elevator was built in 1918 by the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. Grain was loaded from the incoming railroad cars 

to the outgoing ships via special tracks from the main lines to the 
elevators. The Canton Elevator was not the first on Lazaretto Point: 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY cont'd 
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Canton Grain Elevator B-985 
Hist. Sign. 

the Baltimore Elevator Company operated three elevators in Canton. 
They had a combined capacity of 1,350,000 bushels. One of the first 
large grain elevators east of the Allegheny Mountains was also built 
in the Canton area. The Penn Central elevator was considered to be 
the largest in the tidewater, with a capacity of over 4 million bushels. 

In 1970, CSY Finance, a subsidiary of Central Soya Company of Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana, bought the Canton Grain elevator from Pennsylvania Cen­
tral Railroad. Since then it has been used by Central Soya's Grain and 
Soybean Processing divisions to export grain to worldwide markets. Corn, 
wheat, and soy bean meal are delivered to the elevator primarily by rail, 
but some locally produced grain is also delivered by truck. The elevator 
loads about one million long tons of grain into about one hundred ships 
per year. There are approximately one hundred employees conducting the 
storage, handling, and loading of the grains. The grain elevator is also 
the site of a commercial business for customers outside of Central Soya. 
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Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore, Maryland 
USGS 7.5 # Balto. East Quad 
18 3 65772 43 46600. 
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B-985 
Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 west facade 





B-985 
Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 looking East/South 





B-985 
Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 Looking South/East 
(from Newgate St.) 





Canton Grain Elevator B-985 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 Office bld., looking 
North/East 





B-985 
Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 Storage Silos 





B-985 
Canton Grain Elevator 
Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 Newgate Ave. - Looking 
East 





B-985 Baltimore City, Maryland 
Photo: Linda Daur 
Neg. Loc: MD Historic Trust 
12/80 Machinery House & beltway 
looking N/W from Newgate St. 


